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Few engines have matched the longewty and versatility of the Rover V8, which
has been in production in the UK since the mid-1960s and powered everything
from luxury saloons to of f-road racers. But its story actually beganacrossthe
Atlantic with the introduction of the BOP 215 an all-alloy V8 launched in 1961
that powered a number of Buick, O(dsmoblle and Pontiac modeis untitit
fell out of favour —and then producnon in’63

The story would have ended there were it not for Rover's :
managing director, William Martin-Hurst, who saw promise in the
lightweight and compact VB and eventually convinced GM to sell
both rights and tooling. The American firm agreed in 1964, and by
1967 Rover had launched its own 158bhp version of the engine -
with a capacity of 3528cc and a bore and stroke of 3.5in x 2.8in - that
immediately found a home in the P5B saloon. Though heavier than the Buick version
at 170kg, it was hghter than most cast-iron ‘fours; and it wasn't long before lt graced its
first sports e ide of the Atlantic - the Morgen Plus 8.
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